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NEWS RELEASE
Newcomers Project Benefits Community

Wednesday, November 28, 2007 - Leadership Thunder Bay (LTB) Alumni Gail Brescia, President – LTB and John DeGiacomo, Manager Student Placement - Lakehead University, today launched the Thunder Bay Newcomer Orientation Website. The site known as www.ThunderBayNOW.com benefits newcomers to the city, employers and the entire community of Thunder Bay.

Gail and John were part of a LTB community action team along with Dobi-Dawne Frenette, Cindy Maki and Tarja Heiskanen, who completed a Thunder Bay Newcomers Survey and made recommendations based on preliminary research from other newcomer clubs and websites across the country.  External federal funding was then secured to develop, create and implement a website that would better welcome newcomers to the community and help engage them and their trailing spouse/partner.
Newcomer Club meetings will be held on the third Thursday of each month from 7 pm – 9 pm.  The first meeting will be on Thursday, Jan. 17, 2008 in the Lakehead University Faculty Lounge where a brief presentation will be done about a potential Newcomer Club Constitution.  If you plan to attend the Newcomer Club meeting, please contact Mrs. Amina Abu-Bakare at 622-6276 or email asibak@tbaytel.net.
Leadership Thunder Bay is a 10-month community leadership program focused on developing personal and community leadership skills, while addressing current issues facing the city of Thunder Bay. The program incorporates workshops and hands on community action initiatives involving different sectors of the community, including private, public, and not-for-profit.

Some of the successful initiatives to come from Leadership Thunder Bay include

Squeegee Kids for Shelter House, marketing and fundraising campaigns for the Underground Gym, and the creation of a Leadership Thunder Bay Alumni Network dedicated to ensuring ideas and initiatives of the program are followed through.
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