
R. v.

Scenic Landscaping Inc. and

Kevin McLeod



Scenic Landscaping Inc.

Count #1: Section 25(1)(b)
(maintenance)

Count #2: Section 25(2)(a)
(training)

Count #3: Section 25(2)(c)
(competent supervisor)

Count #4: Section 25(2)(h)
(every precaution reasonable)



Kevin McLeod

Count #1: Section 27(2)(a)
(fail to advise)

Count #2: Section 27(2)(c)
(every precaution reasonable)



Ministry of Labour 

Prosecution



Scenic Landscaping Inc.

• seasonal landscaping business

• powered equipment such as push lawn 

mowers, riding lawn mowers, and 

trimmers



Scenic Landscaping Inc.

• Chris Sym – owner

• Kevin McLeod – supervisor

• Ralph Jones – injured worker

• Sharon Miller – witness/co-worker



Ralph Jones

• 20 years old

• start May 22, 2010

• received orientation

• has experience operating same or 

similar lawn mowers



June 8, 2010

• work assigned by Kevin

• Kevin not present at time of 

accident

• Ralph not given instruction on the 

particular lawn mower



June 8, 2010

• lawn mower got stuck

• Ralph did not know what to do

• Ralph pulled from front

• Sharon pushed from back



June 8, 2010

• lawn mower still running

• lawn mower lurched forward, 

cutting Ralph’s left foot

• attended hospital for medical care



Investigation

• blade control handle taped down –

ineffective

• neither Ralph nor Sharon 

understood importance of blade 

control handle

• Ralph not trained on the particular 

lawn mower





Scenic Landscaping Inc. and

Kevin McLeod

Defence



Supervision

• work in groups of 1-4

• Chris and Kevin are supervisors

• Chris and Kevin also work



Supervision

• travel between locations – not 

present 100% of the time

• new workers, like Ralph, work 

with an experienced worker (like 

Sharon)



Training

• general orientation when hired

• instructions on equipment by 

supervisor or co-worker

• some PPE supplied by Scenic

• some PPE supplied by worker



Maintenance

• maintenance performed annually 

in off season

• repairs performed as needed

• workers are required to inspect the 

equipment daily and report repairs



Scenic Landscaping Inc.

Lawn Mower Safety Checklist

Prior to Operating Lawn Mower

 Locate operator’s manual 

 Confirm all guards and safety features are in place and 

operational

 Ensure you have firm footing and start mower on level 

ground



Scenic Landscaping Inc.

While Operating Lawn Mower

Do not operate the lawn mower if it is defective in any 

manner

 Never disconnect any safety equipment or devices

 Never pull on a lawn mower

 Never place hands or feet near chute or blades when engine 

is running or near hot engine or muffler

 Mow lawn across a slope



Scenic Landscaping Inc.

After Operating Lawn Mower

 Notify the supervisor of any required repairs or maintenance 







Lawn Safety

• Start the mower on level ground where

you have firm footing. 



Lawn Safety

• Never pull the mower toward you,



Lawn Safety

If you slip or pull too hard your foot could 

go under the mower deck.



Lawn Safety

• Always push it.



Lawn Safety

• With push mowers Mow parallel to a slope. 



Lawn Safety
Never pull up or go down



Lawn Safety

 Only use a power mower with a control that   

stops the mower if the handle is let go. 

• This control should never 

be disconnected. 







Decision



Decision

• Scenic Landscaping Inc.

• convicted on Counts #1, #2 and 
#4

• fine of $50,000



Decision

• Scenic Landscaping Inc.

• convicted on Counts #1, #2 and 
#4

• fine of $50,000

• Kevin McLeod

• Convicted on Counts #1 and #2

• fine of $10,000



Discussion

• Why was Scenic convicted

• Why was Kevin convicted

• Why due diligence fail



Discussion

• What are risks/hazards

• What could Scenic or Kevin do to:

• avoid the incident

• exercise due diligence


